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Forehoe  & Henstead  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Forehoe  and 
Henstead  Rural  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
for  1937  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your 
district. 

I.  GENERAL.  — Area  of  district,  69,267  acres; 
population  (mid-year),  19,840,  an  increase  of  90;  rate- 
able value,  £59,586,  an  increase  of  £833;  product  of  a 
Id.  rate,  £249  17s.,  an  increase  of  £9  17s.  Chief  in- 
dustry, agriculture. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  health  services 


provided  during  the  year. 

II.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

170 

163 

333 

Legitimate 

158 

154 

312 

Illegitimate 

12 

9 

21 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate) 

7 

5 

12 

These  figures  give  a Live 

Birth 

Rate  of 

16.7  per 

1,000  of  the  population,  that  of  Eng 

land  and  Wales 

being  14.9,  and  a Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  total 

births  of  34.7 

Deaths  from  all  causes,  247,  an  increase  of  21; 
males  134,  females  113,  giving  a crude  rate  of  12.5  (or 
making  the  adjustment  for  the  known  sex-age  constitu- 
tion of  the  population,  a comparable  rate  of  9.7).  That 


in  England  and  Wales  is  given  at  12.4.  The  details  are 
given  in  the  following  table: 


Whooping  Cough 

M. 

2 

F. 

Total 

2 

Influenza 

2 

5 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

7 

10 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

19 

15 

34 

Diabetes 

4 

2 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

6 

7 

13 

Heart  Diseases 

33 

21 

54 

Aneurysm 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

12 

15 

27 

Bronchitis 

1 

4 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

11 

13 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

Puerperal  Disease  (not  Sepsis)  ... 
Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

— 

2 

2 

Birth,  etc. 

4 

4 

8 

Senility 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Violence 

11 

1 

12 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

19 

8 

27 

Totals  134  113  247 


Maternal  Mortality. — Puerperal  Sepsis,  nil.;  other 
Puerperal  cause,  2 deaths,  a rate  per  1,000  of  all  births 
of  5.8  (approx.). 


Infantile  Mortality, 
number  13: — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


i.e..  Deaths  under  1 year, 

M.  F.  Total 

9 3 12 

— 1 1 


This  gives  a death  rate  per  1,000  of  Live  Births  of 
39.0,  that  in  England  and  Wales  being  58.  Summary — 
Deaths  from  cancer,  34;  from  measles,  nil.;  from 
whooping  cough,  2;  from  diphtheria,  nil.;  from  scarlet 
fever,  nil.;  from  diarrhoea  under  2 years,  nil.;  and  from 
tuberculosis,  11. 
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III.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December,  1937,  was  190 — 88  pulmonary  (43  males  and 
45  females),  and  102  non-pulmonary  (59  males  and  43 
females). 

These  figures  are  the  same  as  in  1936  for  the  pul- 
monary type,  and  an  increase  of  4 in  the  non- 
pulmonary  type. 

New  cases,  i.e.,  those  reported  to  me  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  total  16 — 8 pulmonary  and  8 non- 
pulmonary — and  deaths  number  11,  ten  of  which  were 
in  the  pulmonary  cases. 

Details  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


IV.  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

These  totalled  126,  as  under Scarlet  Fever,  81 
cases;  Diphtheria,  8;  Enteric  Fever,  2;  Pneumonia,  26; 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  3;  Erysipelas,  6.  The  prevalence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  was  experienced  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  and  was  of  a mild  type,  and  there  were  no 
deaths  in  this  district.  Six  of  the  eight  cases  of  Diph- 
theria were  in  one  group.  With  isolation  in  hospital 
and  a careful  look-out  and  supervision  of  “ carriers,” 
the  disease  was  prevented  from  spreading,  and  the 
prompt  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  each  case  was  most 
helpful  in  controlling  both  the  virulence  of  the  attack 
and  the  onset  of  complications.  If  the  community  as 
a whole  submit  themselves,  and  the  children  especially, 
to  immunisation,  which  is  now  recognised  as  affording 
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real  protection,  diphtheria  in  the  course  of  years  may 
well  become  as  rare  as  smallpox  and  robbed  of  all  its 
terrors. 

The  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  occurred  at  Hing- 
ham  at  a fried-fish  shop.  The  water  supply,  a shallow 
well,  was  found  to  be  heavily  polluted  with  sewage 
products.  Prompt  measures  were  taken,  a number  of 
wells  condemned,  and  water  from  the  public  supply 
substituted.  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
traced  to  any  ” carrier.” 

Four  cases  of  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  were  re- 
ported. In  each  case  no  impairment  of  vision  resulted. 

V.  THE  WICKLEWOOD  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Flospital  was  fully  occupied  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  accommodation  being  provided  when 
possible  for  cases  from  neighbouring  districts.  Dr. 
Gaynor  reports  as  under:— 


Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Total 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Remaining  in  Hospital,  31st 
Dec.,  1936  

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Patients  Admitted  during  1937 

38 

34 

6 

7 

85 

Patients  Discharged  Recovered 
during  1937  ... 

37 

30 

6 

7 

8') 

Died 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Patients  Remaining  in  Hospital 
31st  Dec.,  1937 

2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Average  number  of  days  per  patient: — Scarlet 
Fever,  25J  days;  Diphtheria,  511  days. 


Wymondham  patients-  Scarlet  Fever  (9  females,  9 
males),  18;  Ccunty  patients — Scarlet  Fever  (2  females, 
12  males),  14;  Diphtheria  (2  females,  3 males),  5. 

VI.  THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WEL- 
FARE SERVICES  at  Hingham  and  Costessey  continue 
to  be  well  attended.  At  the  latter  place,  attendances 
became  too  numerous  to  be  dealt  with  at  one  session 


per  month,  so  two  sessions  were  arranged  to  start  in 
January.  1938.  Hethersett  mothers  attended  Wymond- 
ham  Centre  so  well  that  at  the  time  of  going  to  press 
(May)  they  are  to  have  a Centre  of  their  own  at 
Hethersett. 

Costessey. — The  average  number  of  children  at- 
tending each  month  was  43.6,  and  new  cases  attending 
for  the  first  time,  85. 

Hingham. — Average  attendance,  29.4,  and  new  cases 
25. 


I take  this  opportunity  of  again  thanking  the 
voluntary  helpers,  District  Nurses,  Red  Cross  Nurses, 
and  Health  Visitors  for  their  invaluable  assistance  in 
making  the  Clinics  so  successful  and  popular. 

VII.  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  AND  SLUM 
CLEARANCE  AND  OVERCROWDING,  details  of 
v/hich  appear  in  Mr.  Hobbs'  report  following  this,  oc- 
cupied a great  part  of  the  Council’s  time  during  the 
year.  The  long  programme  of  work  to  be  done  was 
gradually  overhauled,  and  another  twelve  months  should 
show  its  practical  completion,  with  a large  number  of 
new  houses  built  and  occupied. 

VIII.  MILK  IN  SCHOOLS,  ETC.,  with  which  the 
questions  of  Nutrition  and  Physical  Fitness  generally 
are  linked  up,  have  received  my  personal  attention  and 
investigation.  I embodied  the  result  in  a special  re- 
port to  you,  and  made  certain  concrete  proposals,  the 
gist  of  them  being: — 

(a)  The  provision  of  accredited  milk  at  a reduced 
rate  (say,  2d.  a pint)  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  of  the  working  classes  on  application. 

(b)  The  same  for  each  child  up  to  the  age  of  5 
years. 

(c)  The  milk  to  be  supplied  through  the  ordinary 
channel  by  voucher  to  the  producer-retailer. 

(d)  The  scheme  to  be  financed  by  the  County 
Council,  who,  in  turn,  should  get  the  necessary 
supplies  at  a cheaper  rate  with  Government 
assistance. 
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If  the  milk  policy  of  the  Government  as  outlined 
at  present  becomes  operative,  some  such  scheme  would 
become  practicable.  The  next  step,  therefore,  lies  with 
the  Government. 

IX.  SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 

Compared  with  last  year,  the  Birth  Rate  is  about 
the  same.  The  Death  Rate  shows  a rise  from  11.4  to 
12.5.  However,  deaths  from  tuberculosis  fell  from 
20  to  11,  and  from  cancer,  34  deaths  compared  with  32 
in  1936.  In  support  of  the  British  Empire  Cancer 
Campaign,  I have  been  able  to  arrange  for  lectures 
to  the  members  of  Women’s  Institutes  throughout  the 
district.  In  the  fight  against  this  dreaded  disease,  it  is 
of  prime  importance  that  the  whole  community  should 
have  a sound  knowledge  of  its  nature,  and  especially 
of  its  earliest  manifestations.  Many  cryres  are  effected 
if  treatment  is  received  soon  enough.  I take  this  op- 
portunity of  thanking  the  doctors  who  have  given  or 
are  giving  the  lectures.  The  12  deaths  from  “ violence  ” 
(other  than  suicide)  are  a matter  of  grave  concern,  all 
except  two  being  road  accidents.  The  problem  of 
making  our  roads  safer,  if  not  safe,  is,  we  know,  well 
nigh  insoluble  in  the  immediate  future.  All  one  can 
do  in  this  place  is  to  stress  the  need  for  the  utmost! 
care  by  all  using  the  roads. 

In  conclusion,  I express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  each  member  of  the  Council,  and  to  the 
several  officials  for  the  ready  help  and  courtesy  ex- 
tended to  me  at  all  times. 

ALEX.  P.  AGNEW,  M.B.,  C.M., 

May,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Forehoe  and 
Henstead  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Report  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  December,  1937,  upon  the  general 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District,  Nuisances  dealt 
with,  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance,  and  Overcrowding. 

Nuisances,  House  Drainage,  Disinfection,  Water 
Supply,  etc. 

Defective  Vault  Closets  abolished  and  new 
Earth  Closets  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Vault  Closets  abolished  and  con- 
version made  to  pail  Earth  Closets  ...  ...  7 

Houses  provided  with  new  drainage  and  con- 
nected with  Cesspools  or  Septic  Tanks  ...  9 

Houses  provided  with  water  from  Water 
Mains: 

Costessey  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Hingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Choked  and  defective  House  Drains  and  Cess- 
pool Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  Infectious  Dis- 
ease   71 

Water  Samples  taken  for  Analyses  ...  ...  74 

Defective  Wells  and  Pumps — improved  sup- 
plies provided  178 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  Nuisances  ...  ...  4 

Foul  Ditches  cleaned  and  cleansed  ...  ...  5 

Main  Sewers  cleared  and  cleansed  ...  ...  3 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  6 

No  cases  of  bug  infestation  were  reported. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Trowse  Newton. 

The  carrying  out  of  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for  this 
Parish  is  well  in  hand,  the  works  are  progressing  fairly 
expeditiously  and,  when  completed,  will,  from  a Public 
Health  view,  be  a great  asset  to  the  Parish. 

Hingham. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  I received 
complaints  of  the  condition  of  some  of  the  sewers  in 
this  Parish,  and,  upon  investigation,  I found  them,  in 
the  three  or  four  trial  holes  I had  dug,  to  be  badly 
choked,  and  practically  full  of  silt  and  other  matter. 
This,  as  you  are  aware,  was  reported  to  you,  and  upon 
your  instructions  the  entire  system  is  to  be  investigated 
and  the  system  cleared  of  any  obstruction.  This  work 
is  now  in  hand. 

The  system  is  very  old  and  consists  in  the  main 
of  brick  barrel  sewers  probably  two  hundred  years  old. 
There  are  very  few  inspection  chambers  or  manholes — 
about  six  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  sewers, 
so  that  it  is  not  easy  to  inspect  their  condition  or  to 
see  whether  there  is  a free  flow.  The  only  means  of 
obtaining  this  information  is  by  breaking  down  on  to, 
exposing  and  cutting  into  the  sewer. 


Costessey. 

Unfortunately  I am  unable  to  report  any  progress 
with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a Sewerage  Scheme  for 
the  Parish  of  Costessey. 

Owing  to  the  high  estimated  cost  of  the  suggested 
Scheme  prepared  during  last  year  I do  not  think  it  will 
be  possible  for  the  Council  to  proceed  unless  some 
financial  assistance  is  given  by  the  Government  by 
way  of  a Grant. 


General. 

As  in  past  years,  the  “ Town  Drains  ” or  Sewers 
where  existing  in  the  several  Parishes  have  received 
what  attention  was  necessary. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Parish  of  Hingham  (Town  Portion). 

Fairly  good  progress  has  been  made  in  persuading 
the  owners  of  houses  to  have  a supply  of  water  laid 
on  from  the  water  mains  to  their  premises. 

In  all,  173  houses  now  have  a piped  supply. 

On  the  line  of  route  of  the  water  mains  from  the 
Wymondham  Water  Works  at  High  Oak,  Wicklewood, 
from  which  the  Hingham  supply  is  obtained,  eleven 
owners  in  the  Parish  of  Wicklewood  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  supply  and  have  had  services  laid  on,  and 
one  owner  in  the  Parish  of  Hackford. 

Parish  of  Poringland. 

The  Scheme  for  a piped  supply  of  water  for  this 
Parish  only  is  to  be  proceeded  with,  and  such  Scheme 
has  received  provisional  approval  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  They  have  given  approval  for  the  trial 
borehole  to  be  sunk,  and  this  work  is  in  progress. 

Parish  of  Costessey. 

The  Corporation  of  Norwich  have,  during  this 
year,  further  extended  their  water  mains  in  this  Parish, 
I am  pleased  to  say.  This  will  enable  many  more 
dwellings  to  be  connected  and  have  a constant  supply 
inside  the  premises. 

Water  Samples. 

Water  samples  taken  from  51  wells  during  the 
year  totalled:  Chemical  51,  and  Bacteriological  23. 

Of  these  51  wells,  the  water  of  19  of  them  was  of 
good  quality  and  fit  for  domestic  use,  9 were  of 
moderate  quality,  and  23  were  polluted  and  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes.  The  necessary  steps  have  been 
taken  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  moderate  or 
polluted  waters,  either  by  cleaning  and  well  pumping 
out  the  water,  tracing,  where  possible,  source  of  pollu- 
tion. improving  surrounding  conditions,  sinking  new 
wells  or  boring,  but  where  possible  closing  polluted 
wells  and  having  services  laid  on  from  water  mains. 
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The  Parishes  from  which  samples  were  taken  are: 


Parish 

No. 

Moderate 

Quality 

Polluted 

Good 

Hingham 

19 

1 

18 

— 

Poringland 

4 

1 

o 

O 

— 

Hethersett 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Newton  Flotman 

3 

-1 

1 

— 

2 

Saxlingham  Nethergate 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Little  Melton 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Great  Melton 

1 

— 

1 

Marlingford 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Mulbarton 

1 

— 

- — 

1 

Morley 

1 

-4 

1 

- — 

- — - 

Deopham 

2 

— 

1 

i 

- A- 

Hackford 

1 

— 

— 

1 

u. 

Kirby  Redon 

± 



— 

1 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

1 

1 

— 

■ — - 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

Surlingham 

2 



— 

2 

Welborne 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Wick’ewood 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Wreningham 

"S 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

Costessey 

1 



- — - 

1 

Totals  51 

SCAVENGING. 

9 

23 

19 

Night  Soil  and  Household  Refuse  Collection. 

As  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports,  I am  only  able 
to  report  again  on  one  satisfactory  scheme  of  House- 
hold Refuse  and  Night  Soil  collection  in  the  District, 
and  that  is  in  the  Parish  of  Hingham,  where  you  have 
appointed  a contractor  to  carry  out  this  work. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  again  that  he  carries 
out  his  duties  in  a very  efficient  manner. 
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The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  schemes  for 
other  Parishes  in  the  District  must  be  undertaken  by 
the  Council,  otherwise,  I am  afraid,  serious  nuisances 
will  be  found  to  be  occurring. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 

This  year  I must  begin:  ‘‘But  for  two  exceptions” 
there  are  no  large  factories  or  workshops  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  not  “ One  ” as  I mentioned  in  my  last  Report, 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  factory  at  Caistor  St. 
Edmunds  now  being  added  to  the  Register. 

The  majority  of  the  registered  premises  have  been 
inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

No  complaint  has  been  received  this  year  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops  respecting 
any  premises. 


FUMIGATION. 

After  cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
71  dwelling-houses  have  been  disinfected  by  means  of 
Formaldehyde  Vapour.  Where  necessary  the  rooms 
were  paper  stripped  and  walls  thoroughly  cleansed. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order 

and 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

This  year  fifty-seven  Producers  have  been  licensed 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  to  use 
the  term  Accredited  ” for  the  milk  produced  at  their 
farms. 

The  premises  where  this  milk  is  produced  are  fre- 
quently inspected  to  see  that  the  high  standard  of 
cleanliness  required,  the  methods  of  production,  and 
the  storage  of  the  milk,  are  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  for 
examination  was  281.  Of  these,  63  did  not  attain  the 
required  standard. 

The  number  of  persons  licensed  to  bottle  milk  and 
sell  it  as  “ Accredited  ” was  10. 
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Inspections  are  made  periodically  of  the  farm  pre- 
mises where  milk  is  produced  other  than  those  licensed 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

Some  of  these  premises  are  not  up  to  the  standard 
I should  desire  to  see  them,  and  advice  has  been  given 
for  the  improvement  of  same. 

There  are  still  a few  Producers  who  do  not  pay 
sufficient  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds, 
the  washing  of  cowmen’s  hands  and  overalls,  and  to 
keeping  the  cows  clean,  but  I am  pleased  to  say  a 
gradual  improvement  in  these  matters  is  noticeable. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

During  the  year,  75  inspections  were  made. 

Of  the  Shops  inspected,  in  only  36  cases  are  as- 
sistants employed,  and  in  17  of  these  only  one  assistant 
is  employed. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  relating  to  ventila- 
tion and  temperature  or  sanitary  conveniences,  but  in 
one  case  ventilation  was  provided  and  in  one  case 
washing  facilities  provided  as  a result  of  informal 
action. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Ninety-one  New  Buildings  have  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise  during  the  year,  and  occupied.  Of 
these,  42  were  houses  and  49  were  bungalows.  Four 
dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Norfolk 
County  Council  in  this  District. 

Council  Houses  erected  and  occupied  during  the 
year  numbered  9. 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
was  31. 

I think  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  building  of  the 
timber-framed  type  of  dwelling  is  becoming  very  much 
less  in  evidence  than  in  the  past,  and  more  substantial 
buildings  are  being  erected.  No  timber-framed  dwelling 
has  been  erected  in  the  District  during  the  past  year. 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  31  dwellings  in 
course  of  erection. 


13 


The  Parishes  in  which  new  dwellings  were  erected 
are : — 


Private 

Parish  Enterprise 

Costessey  ...  ...  55 

Cringleford  ...  ...  19 

Stoke  Holy  Cross  ...  6 

Poringland  ...  ...  5 

Swardeston  ...  ...  2 

Surlingham  ...  ...  2 

Flordon  ...  ...  1 

Shotesham  ...  ...  1 

Swainsthorpe 
Newton  Flotman 
Kirby  Bedon 


Totals  91 


Council 

Houses 


7 


2 

9 


P>y  Other 
Authorities 

1 


1 


1 

1 

4 


Additions  to  houses  or  bungalows  numbered  15. 

Other  new  buildings  erected  were: — The  Creamery, 
Harford  Bridges,  Caistor  St.  Edmunds,  for  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board. 

Recreation  Hall  at  New  Costessey. 

Girl  Guides’  Hall  at  Colney. 


HOUSING  RETURNS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  287 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 
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2.  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included 

under  above  sub-head  (1)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  264 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  332 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  257 


4.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re- 
spects reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 


II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices : — 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  • — - 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  de- 

fects were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — - 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  62 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  31 

3.  Demolition  by  informal  notice  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : — 

1.  Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  Under- 

ground Rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  Separate  or  Underground  Rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  25  and  26  of  the 

Act  of  1936  (Clearance  Orders): — 

Thirty-four  Clearance  Orders  have  been 

made,  affecting  117  houses. 

Eight  of  these  Orders  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  Minister  of  Health,  affecting  27 
houses. 


The  result  of  the  remaining  twenty-six 
Orders  has  not  yet  been  received. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  430 
houses  in  respect  of  which  proceedings 
under  the  Housing  Acts  had  not  been 
completed. 


IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  87 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  87 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  514 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

ported during  the  year  ...  ...  6 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  381 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowd- 
ing   


Nil 


(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con- 
sider it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  Nil 


A.  W.  HOBBS,  M.I.Mun.  & Cy.E., 

Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

May,  1938. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION,  1937. 

During  the  year.  629  visits  were  made  to  Slaughter- 
houses and  Butchers’  Shops. 

There  are  30  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  of 
which  number  25  are  registered  and  five  licensed.  These 
figures  include  two  Knackers’  Premises,  one  registered 
and  one  licensed.  During  the  year,  one  Registered 
Knacker’s  Yard  ceased  to  be  used,  and  has  been  struck 
off  the  Register. 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a clean  condition, 
and  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  when  the  age  of 
most  of  the  Registered  Premises  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Bill, 
which  should  come  into  operation  in  the  near  future, 
will  contain  provisions  which  will  facilitate  improve- 
ments being  made  in  connection  with  Slaughterhouses 
and  their  registration. 

The  number  of  Slaughterhouses  and  their  scat- 
tered positions  makes  it  impossible  to  inspect  all  the 
animals  slaughtered.  A considerable  quantity  of  meat 
is  sent  out  of  the  District,  and  there  has  been  no 
serious  complaint  during  the  year  that  any  of  this 
meat  was  unsound. 

The  hours  of  slaughter  present  a difficult  problem, 
and  although  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  slaughter- 
houses should  be  well  aware  of  their  responsibility  to 
notify  any  special  killing  outside  the  ordinary  notified 
hours,  I am  not  satisfied  that  this  is  done  in  all  cases. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  report  a case  where  slaughtering  had 
taken  place  and  the  necessary  notice  had  not  been 
given.  Proceedings  were  not  taken  in  this  instance, 
but  a stern  warning  was  given. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle,  Sheep 


Number  killed 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

(if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Number  inspected  ... 
All  diseases  except 

401 

118 

31 

612 

1383 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

47 

41 

— 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
Tuberculosis 

11.7 

34.7 

.43 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

33 

14 

1 

103 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

8 2 

12.7 

3.2 

7.6 

G.  A.  J.  BROWNE,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Meat  & Other  Foods  Inspector. 

May,  1938. 


Council’s  Offices, 

6 Tombland,  Norwich. 
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